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Over the years, prize culture has built around journalism personnel around the world with their selections sending clear signals regarding their new acquired statuses in the society. However, Julia Keller in her article “A Century of Pulitzer Journalism Speaking Truth to Power” believes that rather than focusing on the opinionated aspect of writing, journalists focus on the individual experiences which highlight the material effect of power. For instance, Jason Cherkins, a journalist from The Huffington Post was a Pulitzer price finalist who highlights opioid users experiences through his intense research on multimedia reporting on the addiction of opioid that later shows the possible number of deaths that could have been prevented from a drug overdose. Hence, this paper analyzes how Jason Cherkins in his work of “Dying to Be Free” focuses on the experiences of individuals which elucidate the material impact of power.  
“In Dying to Be Free,” Cherkins starts on a high note with the narrative of Patrick Cagey whose last image was when he walked out of a drug treatment center after spending 30 days in the facility. Three days later, he was found dead in his room after what it seemed to be a drug overdose. Keller (2) indicates that Pulitzer winning works achieve a meaningful journalism interrogation of power by engaging the bodies that have suffered inconveniences, injustices and in some situations torment to demonstrate how power works in the universe. This is evident in Cherkins’ work as he offers a picture of an understaffed drug treatment facility with low turnover for the reader to get a clear picture of other underlying preventable issues in the health sector- “another fatal overdose in a system full of them. Staff turnover in the treatment industry meant that soon enough hardly anyone there would remember Patrick at all (Cherkins 1).” In this article, what stood out is not the statistics of the opioid users in the United States, but the common pattern that led to the deaths of several recovery addicts in the drug treatment facility including Patrick. Cherkins (1) says “In the months before Patrick’s death, Sydney Pangallo, 23, a recent Recovery Works alumna, suffered a fatal overdose. Dan Kerwin, 23, attended a Recovery Works program in the spring, and his sister found him dead of an overdose during the July 4th weekend. Tabatha Roland, 24, suffered a fatal overdose in April — one week after graduating from Recovery Works. And in November, Ryan Poland, 24, died of an overdose. He too was a Recovery Works graduate.” Inadequate staffing and staff turnover were evident in the drug treatment facility. The high number of deaths in the few months before Patrick’s death was alarming; yet, no measures were forthcoming to avert the deaths from opioid overdose. 
Cherkins also applies in-person reporting which added a significant texture to his article. However, what made it worth reading and worth the nomination to the Pulitzer were the detailed backgrounds of individuals who died just after coming out of rehab. Cherkins was able to identify an issue of individuals overdosing after leaving the medical facility. Through his research, there were various cases of kids who died because there was no effective system to initiate follow-ups and manage the high rate of relapse and overdose. In the case of Kayla Haubner, Cherkins illuminate the material impact of power by sharing the worries of Haubner an addict who was in abstinence- based facility in Kentucky. Cherkins (2) offers a snapshot of one of her letters home. She stated that “I’m so ready to stay sober,” she wrote in early 2013. “Believe me; I know how hard it’s gonna be when I leave here + go back into the real world. I’m safe here.” It was a sentiment that she would often repeat to family and friends during her time in treatment. In a subsequent letter, she confessed, “I’m so scared for when I leave here + go back home” (Cherkins 2).  Cherkins reports just two weeks after finishing her program; she was found dead in a gas station after she overdosed. Based on Keller (4) concept, investigative reporters, editorial writers, cartoonist, photographers, and poets have always had discernible effects in their works. Cherkins uncovering of underlying issues in opioid use and deaths can be compared to the 1921 Pulitzer for Public Service that was awarded to the uncovering of the financial fraud of Charles Ponzi in the Boston Post. Haubner experience illustrates a helpless individual whose life could have been saved with appropriate measures. Haubner needed more time in the rehab. Cherkin’s narrative clearly showed a woman anguished by the absolute power of the system that requires her to graduate from rehab and go home and leave a normal life. 
In summary, given  Keller’s idea that instead of journalists paying attention to the opinionated aspect of writing they focus on the individual experiences which highlight the material effect of power, Cherkin in his article ‘Dying to Be Free’ illuminates various aspects that illustrate the material impact of power. The use of the sudden death of Patrick and other individuals who overdosed on drugs few days after rehab and the poor health care system alludes to the fact that indeed, power is highly complex and affects all aspects of the human body.
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